365                                  THE PARLIAMENT BILL
had voluntarily agreed to pass the Parliament Act, no more
need ever have been heard about the " guarantees ",
In order that there might be no possible doubt as to what
the election was being fought to determine, the King had
stipulated that the Parliament Bill should be presented to
the House of Lords before the dissolution. But when that
was done, instead of debating it, Lansdowne moved the
adjournment of the debate, and brought forward certain
proposals of his own for the " reform" of the Upper
Chamber. As the new House of Lords which he wished
to create would have retained, from the Liberal standpoint,
all the objectionable features of the existing Chamber, and
would be no less a Tory stronghold, with even enhanced
powers, it is obvious that such a plan could not for a moment
be considered by the Government as a possible substitute
for their own method of depriving the Lords of their
absolute veto* And even if Liberals had been willing to
commit suicide by accepting Lansdowne's plan, formidable
opposition would have arisen from the hundreds of obscure
peers who were to be ruthlessly deprived of their right to be
hereditary legislators. It may well be doubted whether
this plan for " reforming " the House of Lords was any-
thing more than an electioneering dodge, a death-bed
repentance designed solely for throwing dust in the eyes
of the electorate,
The General Election took place in December; atid in
almost every respect it was a replica of the one held in the
previous January* When it was over the Government found
itself reinstated in power with a majority of 12.6, and a
clear mandate to proceed with the Parliament Bill* It i$
true that the Liberals were again dependent on the support
of the Irish, and of the Labour Party; but as these allies
were emphatically in favour of a drastic curtailment of the
Lords' powers, the Government's mandate suffered no